
Martin Buber, the great Jewish philosopher and mystic, delighted in telling the 

story of a revered rabbi in Jerusalem. One day, a young student of the rabbi 

came running into the rabbi’s study. 

 

“Rabbi, Rabbi! It’s true! The Messiah has finally come!” the student announced. 

 

The rabbi calmly rose from his chair and walked over to the window. He looked 

carefully up and down the street. He then said to his excited friend that nothing 

seemed to have changed, and he quietly returned to his work. 

 

If the rabbi in Buber’s story were to look out of his window during our celebration 

of the Messiah’s birth, he would certainly experience many different things: he 

would see lights, decorations and greenery, he would hear the songs of “joy to 

the world“ and ”peace on earth,” he would be greeted with smiles and good 

wishes. But what would the rabbi see out of his window on December 26 or 

January 18 or in late February or on a hot day next July? 

 

But the Messiah has come! What happened on that Palestinian night when a son 

was born to a carpenter and his young bride was a watershed moment in the 

history of humanity, the first light of a new morning, for all men and women of 

goodwill. But has the Messiah’s coming made a difference? Has our world 

become a better place since the Son of God walked among us? Has anything 

changed? 

 

May Christ’s coming this Christmas be the beginning of a profound difference in 

our homes and hearts, transforming our attitudes and perspectives in the 

compassion and mercy of God.  

 

I ask the God of compassion to bless my fellow trustees, myself, Senior 

Administration, our educational leaders. May this evening and our prayerful 

observance of this Advent season be the beginning of a profound difference in 



our Niagara Catholic School System, in our homes and in our hearts. May the 

dawning of your Christ be a new day of justice for all who are oppressed and 

rejected; may his coming usher in an eternal day of peace among all. 

 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve you as Vice –Chair. Thank YOU 


