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October 2, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

It is hard to believe that it’s October already, yet here we are, beginning the second month of school.  

When we began this school year, we believed it was important to give families the opportunity to 

choose the stream of education for their children that would work best for their families. We provided 

parents with the latest possible date for making a selection before the school year began, and monthly 

options to change between in-person and virtual learning, based on families’ needs.  

As we look back on September, it’s clear that those intentions may have been a little more than we can 

continue for the long term. The number of students moving between streams has led to significant 

disruptions in staffing – which, in turn, leads to disruption in our classrooms.  

That is not good for anyone, most importantly, to your children. 

We know that this year will not be like any other because it is entirely unlike anything we have 

experienced in education in our lifetimes. This requires us to be very responsive and to make 

adjustments as we see them to ensure continuity in your child’s classroom this year, as much as can be 

possible.  

What that means is that we will change the dates for transitioning between at-home and at-school 

learning for our elementary families. Our next scheduled date for families of elementary students to 

make a change is October 15, with an entry date of November 1. That will be the final date to request a 

change in 2020. Our next date to request a transfer between streams will be January 15, 2021, for an 

entry date of February 1.  

Our plan for secondary school students, which includes transition dates immediately after a program 

concludes, remains the same.  

We understand that this may be disappointing to families of our elementary students who preferred the 

option of being able to pivot between streams as circumstances change. However, it is the best decision 

for the system, to ensure a strong, consistent education for all students entrusted to our care.  

Thank you for your continued patience and support.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Camillo Cipriano 

Director of Education  
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